INTRODUCTION

him within a well prearranged and well handled
itinerary, where his observation and information
about the country and its people are limited only
to things they want him to see and know.

Only two hours a day are spent covering the
arranged tours, with a trained guide ever present
to explain things. These guides are all products of
special schools and are carefully taught what to
say and what not to say.

During most of the remaining time the tourist
is occupied with looking after his comfort and well-
being. With all the efforts the Intourist organiza-
tion exerts to make things as pleasant and com-
fortable as possible for its charges, and with the
new hotels which have been and are being built for
that purpose, a traveler in Russia is still much less
comfortable than he can be in other countries.

There are a great many huge hotels, but funda-
mentally they are still run a la Russe. To be sure,
the newer ones are modern, but even in them little
conveniences are lacking. They have no writing
paper, for instance, and the tourist has to spend
time and effort in order to get it. After obtaining
the paper and writing his letter, he finds that he
has to walk some blocks to locate a letter box in
which to mail it

There is in process of completion in Moscow